
The Trolley Problem: There is a runaway train hurtling towards five 
workmen on a train track. You cannot stop the train, you cannot 
inform the workers but you can divert the train using a lever to 
another track. The only issue is there is a worker on the other track 
that will surely be killed. Your dilemma; do you flick the lever and kill 
one person or do you leave the lever and kill five?
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Now consider instead of a lever there is a very fat man on top of 
the bridge with you. If you push him off the bridge his weight will 
stop the train in its tracks and save the five workers, but if you 
don’t the five workers will surely die. So do you push the man or 
not?



 Literal: the love of wisdom

The study of knowledge, values 
and reality



 Bill and Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure 

(reading 
Socrates) “The 

only true 
knowledge is 
knowing that 

you know 
nothing”

“Dude! 
That’s US!”





 Stage 6 Philosophy is a One Unit 
Preliminary Course

 Logic – 15hrs
 Epistemology – 15hrs
 Metaphysics – 15hrs
 Ethics – 15hrs
 COI discussions 



 Metaphysics and ontology 
 Epistemology and knowledge
 Ethics and Morality
 Logic and infinity
 Aesthetics (beauty and art)
 Political
 Science



 Metaphysics is the study of the 
nature of reality, the world and 
our existence



 Epistemology
A study of the 

conditions and 
nature of 
knowledge



 Ethics – the study of our 
understanding of right and wrong, 
good and evil, virtue and dignity, 
morality



 Logic – the science of inference and 
deduction, the art of reasoning and 
argument





 Aesthetics/Value – questions of the 
value of art and beauty

Notice the meticulous 
brush work. How the 
artist comments on 

the constant altering 
state of nature and 
our place within it.

All I see is a blank white 
canvas.
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